      CRITIQUE SHEEET

Spend time really looking. Judgments made quickly prevent seeing. There is a price of admission to a work of art, which most people don't pay.

Note the name, date, nationality and any other information about the artist and the artwork.

Answer these four questions:

What is the artist trying to do (motivation)?

Does it accomplish this?

How does he accomplish or fail to meet his goal?

Was it worth doing (values)?

technical decisions:

materials: watercolor, oils, canvas, paper, brushes, etc. How is it applied, thick, bold, translucent, etc?

aesthetic decisions:

composition - centered, off balanced (how, by what device or means:  objects, tones, space?), static or dynamic?

negative space - actually a very positive space that can be crucial

repetition - use of same or similar shapes or objects to create unity

scale - large and small relationships

texture - the feel of the surface of things

form - the shape of things; what type?     

line - a path of action that leads the eye; what type?  straight, curved, horizontal, vertical, diagonal, jagged, soft?

plane - use of foreground and background, are they working together, or do they fight each other?   

Plane relates to perspective (or depth in space) or its opposite, a flattening out of the picture plane

color- what colors does the artist use, complimentary, monochromatic, etc. How do they make the painting feel, function?

overall considerations:

creative/cliché - is the work original, insightful, or dull and trite?

richness - does the work hold up to examination and allow depth of feeling and thinking or is it simple-minded and superficial?

resonance - does the work touch on other things, such as history, ideas, social, political, or religious issues, or relate to other art forms?

denotation/connotation - literal subject and underlying subject; does the work use symbols, associations; is it ambiguous or straightforward?

approach and motivation:

documentary - factual, descriptive, objective

abstraction - emphasis on nonrepresentational forms and shapes (formalism)

private - dealing with the artist’s personal concerns

propaganda - art meant to move us or influence us in a certain way (whether good or bad)

ism’s - art that shares a point of view with a group or movement in society or art (see list on back)

historical and cultural context - what do the times, culture, nationality, the artist’s life and his other work tell us?

expression- is the artist trying to say something, convey an idea or feeling, or opinion? In regard to whom or what?

